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Lankan Seafarer dies in Saudi port

Bk

A Sri Lankan seafarer employed on a foreign flagged oil tanker was killed in a freak accident while
working on board at a port in Saudi Arabia, a senior official with the International Transport workers
Federation (ITF) said a short while ago.

ITF Inspector Ranjan Perera identified the dead Seafarer as 38-year-old Quintus Jeyakumar who was
attached as an electrician on board the vessel-M/T AL EZZ Saudi. He is a resident of Mattakuliya.

Initial investigations have revealed that the victim had suffered serious head injuries after an iron pole
had crashed on him while the vessel was in anchorage at Yanbu in Saudi waters.

He was rushed to a local hospital at Madina but failed to recover and succumbed to his injuries
yesterday seven weeks after the incident, Mr. Perera said.

The victim had joined the vessel some 45 days ago, a relative said.

The recruiting agent Capt. S. S. S. Kumar said they were working towards repatriating the body to his
mother back home and that he was in touch with the Sri Lankan Mission in Jeddah in this connection.

He added that the back wages of the victim had already been sent to his mother.
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